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There are few topics in the world of algebra that have generated more controversy than
the theory of differential equations. The reason, of course, is that many people do not
seem to have any idea what a differential equation is, although they have probably used
them. Differential equations are used in physics, engineering, the social sciences, and
other branches of mathematics. They are also crucial for the quantitative study of physical
and biological systems. This chapter presents a broad overview of the theory of
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