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transgenic mouse model of Wilson's disease (WD) in our laboratory, efforts
have been made to manipulate the mouse genome to over-express copper-
transporting ATPases. The Cu/Zn-SOD transgene contains the human Wilson's
disease (HW) gene under control of the murine Cu/Zn-SOD promoter, and has
been used to create a novel mouse model of Wilson's disease. Mutations in the
copper transporting ATPase, ATP7B, result in a recessive, fatal form of copper
toxicosis or Wilson's disease. We have created mice which are chimeric for
human and murine ATP7B via the process of homologous recombination. These
mice should be of use in understanding the regulation of ATP7B and, should
they accumulate copper, will be useful in elucidating the molecular pathogenesis
of the disease.Giant melanoma: an unusual case treated with extracorporeal
electrodessication. We describe a patient who developed a large melanoma on
the left hip that exceeded the dimensions of the surrounding soft tissues (giant
melanoma). The lesion was treated with extracorporeal electrodessication
(ECD) followed by surgical excision of the melanoma. This treatment modality
was developed for the purpose of treating large (circumferential) skin cancers
by inducing apoptosis and bringing the treated zone into contact with the wound
edges. Immediately following the ECD, it was observed that all necrotic and
dermal portions of the lesion had been removed, leaving only a small portion of
the lesion that was composed of healthy viable cells. In accordance with the
technique of ECD and the location of the melanoma, the option of
incorporating a surgical excision without any additional treatment was not
considered necessary and could be counterproductive in this
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