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on the passageway to the Steamboat station. A stiff wind is bearing down from the Columbia River and the clouds above the

snow bank are not a meteorological indicator of any threat to Steamboat. Most of what you see is just moisture in the
atmosphere. Only an infrequent lightning bolt has struck the clouds and put out an electric spark. And yet, Steamboat Winter

Village is forming in more ways than one. Snow-making machines scrape the ground for ice and snow and put it in their green
slush buckets. Plastic pipes conveying water in quantities of a couple of hundred gallons per minute are built into the walls of a

roofless structure on the south side of the station. An army of Ice Angels make their rounds from Christmas Day until New
Year’s Day in colored trucks, warm-ups and their ice-busting equipment. They are responsible for keeping the sidewalks clear.

The hard work and all the hard workmanship in the village are made possible by what appears to be a very generous check
issued by Steamboat Ski and Resort Corp. for $5.3 million. A tiny fraction of that total money is being funded through high-

stakes gambling machines. The temptation of gambling is there in a gambling casino. The policy statement of Steamboat Winter
Village indicates it will not permit “gambling associated with any business, person, activity or venture” in the village. It seems
not to be just a soft-touch policy that Steamboat is adopting. County officials are steering well clear of any hint of gambling in
the village. Deputy County Manager Alan Oser said the county is not supporting the village’s casino business plan. He added,

“We feel f30f4ceada
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