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Bonsignori The Bonsignori () is a fortified hill to the south-east of Valletta, Malta. It
overlooks Marsa. The hill was probably used by the Order of St. John as a watchtower,
as indicated by a line of small stone towers, each placed on the top of a lower one.
The existence of a wall around the hill seems also indicated by a part of it being in
ruin. The name Bonsignori in Maltese means "Bones ring". The words 'bony' and 'pry'
have the same root. They refer to the skull-like shape of the top of the hill. In Roman
times the hill was probably enclosed within an outer fortification. Since there is no
trace of this outer wall, it is presumed that it has been destroyed during World War Il.
The remains of the Bonsignori enclose an area which is 1,280 square metres. It
measures 280 m along the north-east side and 130 m along the north-west side. The
width of the enclosure is 225 m. A section of a rampart, probably the remains of the
outer wall of the fortification, is to be seen on the east side. The south-east side is
occupied by a ditch. Bonsignori is one of the most important archaeological sites of
the Maltese Islands. It was classified as a national monument on 31 May 1983. The
walling up of the hill may have been done by the Order of St. John during the course of
the 14th century. The hilltop area once hosted a convent of women working in the
fields. The garden was taken over by Francis de Guzman, who administered it from
1570 to 1582. At the time of the Great Siege of Malta in 1565, the hilltop was
occupied by the Order of St. John. The Bonsignori was used as an observation point of
the bombarded city. The Order placed sentries in its surrounding and based their
headquarters here. In the 16th century the hill was surrounded by a wall which was
two metres thick. It was destroyed during the Great Siege of Malta in 1565 and
reconstructed in 1585. However, this wall had a weak point in its foundation. A gap of
about half a metre remained, thus leaving the hill exposed to a new kind of attack:
incendiary devices. The following year a sheet of gunpowder was used to cause a
massive explosion
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