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climates, like Mexico, Indonesia, or Australia. But their growth and evolution in North America may have been influenced by things that came from further away. A new study suggests the possibility that a sea snake (Lapemis hardwicki) may have helped give T. rex its distinctive bump on its back. The fossilized remains of the T. rex and its aquatic reptilian neighbor were
discovered in a rock formation in the late 1990s in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Before it died, the large reptile was about 20 years old, according to the team of researchers from the University of Birmingham in the United Kingdom. Carbon dating estimates that the rock formation was about 1.4 billion years old, which coincides with the time when sea snakes would
have lived. Based on the fossil, the researchers suggest that the sea snake may have eaten the T. rex and then, using its saurian biology, it may have excavated its back to better swim. More specifically, the new study suggests that the large reptile had been bitten and lost blood, a condition that could have rendered it more vulnerable to the sea snake’s bite, the
researchers said. [Photos: Stunning Dinosaur and Sea Serpent Fossils Uncovered in New Mexico] “This is definitely the first time anybody has proposed a link between the [T. rex]
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