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S 64 BitBy the time Mara was 14, she had been on
the streets since the age of 11, when she was a
runaway. "l had a lot of pimples and was a little
lighter skinned than | am now, so | always stood
out," she said. When Mara was 14, her friend Teresa
came to her with a new idea. "Teresa said, 'lI've
been on the street for six years, and now I'm going
to college. You can do the same thing. I'll be your
mentor.' " Mara said. Her goal was to get out of the
streets and turn her life around, starting with a
college degree. But Teresa was just getting started.
"When Mara walked out of my door she was a child
who had to walk the streets for survival," said
Teresa. "When | graduated from college, | was not a
child anymore. The goals and dreams | had for Mara
were not as clear and simple as they should have
been. We had to find a way for her to get what she
needed to get." Teresa's mother Teresa explained
that she and her husband, Peter, felt it was
important for Mara to have a safe environment to
grow up in. With that in mind, they opened Peter's
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home to Mara. "l didn't see it that way. | saw it as
two more mouths to feed," Mara said. "But they
were my parents. | was always welcome there."
Teresa and Mara got to know each other as best
friends. "She was 17 going on 19," said Teresa, "but
she acted and looked younger." In all her life, Mara
had never seen a prettier friend. "l was like her
shadow," she said. "l didn't like to get too close to
most people, for fear of hurting them," said Mara.
"But I'd been through a lot." She said the opening of
Peter's home helped her to see the light at the end
of the tunnel. "l really saw that a house could be a
house with love, even though I'd never had one
before," she said. "My parents loved me,
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