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downloadSir, I have read the article entitled, "Panoramic radiography-an alternative to

conventional radiography in intraoral periapical investigation" by Sindhu *et
al*.\[[@ref1]\] The authors have explored the applications of CBCT for the diagnosis and
management of various dental and oral pathologies. They have also emphasized on the
risk of exposure to ionizing radiation when using conventional radiography. However, I
would like to add some comments. Panoramic radiography is the most commonly used

intraoral imaging modality in clinical practice. The authors have claimed that, in
comparison to conventional radiographs, CBCT uses less radiation and has the potential

to improve the diagnostic performance of clinicians. The exposure for a panoramic
radiograph is 1.8 rads (37 mGy in milligrams of radiation absorbed by the patient)

whereas the exposure to a conventional radiograph is 7.2-31.4 rads (180--744 mGy in
radiation absorbed by the patient).\[[@ref2]\] The authors have mentioned that, the
whole skull (or mandible) has to be scanned in panoramic radiography, whereas in

conventional radiography, only the head region is needed. As a result, radiation
exposure in conventional radiography is comparatively higher. The chance of image

overlap is also higher in case of panoramic radiography, and the anatomy and
pathological features are generally more difficult to identify. Panoramic radiography is

particularly useful for screening and detection of small lesions in the oral
region.\[[@ref1]\] Considering the biological and clinical parameters, the contribution of

ionizing radiation to cancer incidence is not clear. However, reports for the risk of
cancer development during childhood and adolescence are not sufficient to determine

the exact incidence of cancer development and outcome of the
complications.\[[@ref3][@ref4]\] Several reports have evaluated the radiation dose
associated with panoramic radiography and they found that it is less than the risk of
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developing thyroid cancer from radiation exposure of conventional
radiography.\[[@ref5][@ref6]\] Reports for the doses associated with the usage of CBCT

are unavailable. I recommend more research on the contribution of radiation to the
increase of the cancer risk and the
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