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Screenshots - Soldier OnThe career of
director Brian Helgeland is a veritable
cinematic procession of goodness. He's
made some of the best films of his
generation, from 2002's Fear and Loathing in
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Las Vegas and its sequel to 2002's Mystic
River and 2006's 48 Hrs. While neither of the
latter two were as successful as they should
have been, Helgeland's skills as a composer
and writer led to a fourth film in the 48 Hrs.

trio. But how will that fourth film stack up
with his previous offerings? Let's take a look

at The Asphalt World. Plot: Four vets and
their wives get a free plane ride to Israel
after a Japanese airline crashes and kills
everyone on board. They hear about five
other families willing to pay thousands of
dollars for the same trip, and decide to take
the trip for free to maximize their chances.

But the journey isn't a walk in the park, as
the war-ravaged Middle East smashes their
expectations of civility and civility, and what
they actually find is a little more complicated
than it seemed. My Thoughts: This is sort of

a retelling of the road movie genre, mostly

because it is very episodic in nature. What

we have here is a group of four Middle
Easterners (one of them "Muslim" the other
three "Christian") traveling from Israel to
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Jordan to get to their families via a 4 day
long road trip in a war-ravaged area of the
middle east. Each of them (there's five of
them) are people looking to get their families
reunited, but their journeys are very
different due to the many differences
between the cultures and the countries that
they are coming from. The film is a great
example of a road movie, and it's definitely
the best one I've seen in some time, but it is
also the most frustrating because none of
the characters end up with a single moment
of awesome action, or a climax. We have the
first part of the movie, which is a solid
introduction to the main characters, and
ends with a really nice action sequence that
at least shows us that this isn't just a bunch
of amateurs, but some really talented
people. By the end of the second act,
though, it just sort of ends. We've got a
(likeable) Christian Arab who meets a
smooth
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