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farmers sell their crops after the crop is harvested, while industrial
farmers can continue to harvest crops long after they have been sold.
This advantage has given seed companies a competitive edge. As
seed companies have gained in power they have increasingly turned
to influencing government policy to ensure that conventional farming,
which relies heavily on herbicides, loses the competitive edge
afforded to industrial farmers. In the United States, the use of
glyphosate, the main ingredient in Roundup and the key ingredient in
Roundup Ready soybeans and corn seeds, skyrocketed from just 4.6
million pounds in 2001 to more than 14 million in 2012. Over this
same period, the use of Roundup Ready crops increased from less
than 6 million acres to more than 30 million acres, a fourfold
increase. In Mexico, farmers began adopting the glyphosate-laden
Roundup Ready soy and corn seeds in the 1990s, but when
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