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's team as to the specifics of that
piece of paper. DR: You are a great
observer. If someone had ever said to
you that nearly all of human history
was about making war, how would you
have responded? What would you
have focused on? BF: Well, | would
have said, "Hey, wait a minute. Look,
I've lived all my life on earth, and what
| see around me, including people like
you, is that the vast majority of it is
learning and working and playing. We
have intelligence and we have art and
we have culture and we have
civilization. That's who we are.
Nowhere is there evidence that
human beings have been about war.
We are about cooperation. The closest
thing to a war we have is called
competition, and that's only because
we imagine there's a winner and a
loser in every one of us. We imagine
we make war by killing each other off.
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DR: You've spent some time studying
the history of literacy, in the Roman
empire and elsewhere. What is your
take on the difference between that
and the history of printing? BF: Well,
look, printing is a disruptive
technology, because for a long time,
written words were the primary and
the only medium for human
expression. The oldest book ever
found is a clay tablet, it's 2,600 years
old, and it's a lexicon. It's a dictionary.
It's a catalog of words. This thing went
on to become the Bible. It's not a
particularly good textbook, but it's the
first book that really is in the sense of
being one piece. That meant that it
was almost always owned and read by
the same people, in the same
geographical space. It was a tangible
item, it was portable, and as books
and manuscripts became more
portable, it was copied more rapidly.
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The history of printing is much more
anarchic. It's a much more
competitive market. In a sense, it
reduces the supply of writing and
publishing, because it reduces the
number of people who could write and
could publish. The more you can find
talent and skill, the more supply there
will be. So it creates opportunities for
smaller groups of people to compete
for a smaller supply of things. In many
cases, it creates a faster rate of
change. Because of the anonymous
and disparate nature of printing, it
allows people to write faster than they
have ever written, but it also allows
people to change their minds more
quickly. It allows them to
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April 1975) is an Irish actor, best
known for his role of Sean Gallagher in
the long-running TV series Father Ted.

Life O'Donnell was born in Corofin,

County Galway, and was raised in

Belfast, Northern Ireland, where he
attended St Patrick's Christian
Brothers School. He won the part of
Sean Gallagher in Father Ted at the
age of 20. Career O'Donnell is a writer
on the comedy sketch television show
Busted, for which he has won a BAFTA
award 6d1f23a050
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