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placebo-controlled study. Methylphenidate is
effective in reducing the symptoms of attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in children
and adolescents and improving their functioning.
There is limited evidence, however, regarding the

efficacy and safety of extended-release (XR)
methylphenidate compared with placebo in the
treatment of ADHD in children. This 12-week,
randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled,

multi-centre clinical trial assessed the efficacy and
safety of XR methylphenidate (Avant; Shire) in the
treatment of ADHD in children. Patients (n=138)

aged 6-11 years were randomized in a 1:1 ratio to
receive XR methylphenidate (0.5-7.5 mg/day) or

placebo for 12 weeks. The primary efficacy
variable was the ADHD Rating Scale, Version IV

(ADHD-RS-IV) total score. The secondary efficacy
measures were the Clinical Global Impressions-

ADHD-S 6d1f23a050
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