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Indonesia in the 1980s Beginning in 1984, the New Order began a process of economic and social reform, symbolized by a redecoration of the city of Jakarta. There was also an economic recovery, with an increase in industrial production, and rapid expansion of public transportation. In addition, the New Order began to reduce the

size of the military by ending "iron brotherhood", replacing it with a volunteer militia called, Angkatan Pemerintaan Masyarakat (People's Security Force, which followed the pattern of the similar Soviet force). The decade of the 1980s saw the rise of nationalism in Indonesia. This began with the movement led by A. Y. A. Prayitno to

expel Indonesia's only pro-Communist trade union, the Indonesian Communist Party. This was followed by widespread anti-communist activity. Thus, in the beginning of the 1980s, Anwar Sadat, president of Egypt, visited Indonesia and a friendship was established between Egypt and Indonesia. Indonesia and the superpowers The

1980s also saw Indonesia evolve from a close ally of the United States to a close ally of the Soviet Union. This change was primarily due to the policy of President Suharto, which was similar to that of Deng Xiaoping. This policy, however, was never observed in practice. Deng Xiaoping was adamant that the leaders of China stick to
Marxism-Leninism, and Suharto remained firm on his policy of capitalist reform. In 1982, President Suharto, acting on the basis of suggestion from the Soviet Union, restructured the Indonesian economy by the execution of his "New Economic Policy". New Order - The 1983 election In the 1983 elections, the New Order Party
regained control of the House of Representatives. Following the elections, however, the New Order coalition was severely weakened by rivalries within the coalition. Many of the cabinet ministers were replaced, and the New Order Party also lost support within the military. On May 27, 1985, President Suharto launched a coup

d'état in Indonesia, taking over the government. Thus, the New Order Party dominated government throughout the 1980s. The most visible policy of the New Order was its support for Pancasila, and the implementation of this ideology, although couched in a new framework. New Order policies were implemented primarily in four

areas: economic reform, control of the Communist Party of Indonesia, national security, and democrat
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