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here.Mitral valve prolapse
(MVP) has been identified

as a possible cause of
sudden death in patients
who have had no prior

symptoms of heart
disease. Cardiac
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catheterization has been
the conventional method of
diagnosing MVP. However,
since the defect is usually
small, rarely one causes

hemodynamic changes of a
great enough magnitude to
be clinically significant, a

sensitive noninvasive
method of diagnosing the
disorder would be of great
value. Among the proposed

methods of diagnosing
MVP are echocardiography,

endomyocardial biopsy,
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gallium scanning,
transesophageal

echocardiography and
cardiac catheterization.
This study proposes to
compare the sensitivity
and specificity of these

methods by determining
which is more accurate in

detecting MVP in a
population of 40 healthy
patients who are either

patients or family
members of patients with
known or suspected MVP.
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The accuracy of the
diagnosis will be compared
with the known extent of
MVP on cineangiograms.
MVP will be confirmed by
surgery and histological

examination. Cardiac
catheterization will be
performed in order to

compare selected
hemodynamic parameters

of patient and control
groups. The study

population will consist of
both patients and their
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family members who
demonstrate characteristic
symptoms of c6a93da74d
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