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Education, if not the most effective way to bring about positive social change, is the surest and the
easiest means of changing the existing socio-political scenario. Mr Govind Anil Nair, a final semester
Engineering student from the University of Swinburne Malaysia won the fourth annual Swinburne
Sarawak Creative Writing Competition that was launched on 19th September. Students had one
month to submit their short story of less than 1,200 words. Anil's story, Semina Vitae, was a
dystopian piece that told of the protagonists journey through the harsh landscape of an Earth whose
air is so polluted that humans can only survive in domes where the only clean air on the planet is
available. He submitted two drafts of his story and was asked to select the final version. A panel of
renowned judges from the Malaysian, Malaysian Institute of Mental Health and the Malaysian Police
Force, made it difficult for Anil to win and informed him that his story must be the best, the most
honest and even the most touching and emotional piece in the competition. Govinds story, Semina
Vitae, was based on his research on environmental science and the human element surrounding
sustainable development. Anil hopes to be a plastic surgeon by medical school and doctor by end.
Govinds story is a heartwarming and inspiring one. Many of us join the rat race but yearn to do
something else- give something back. Perhaps ones true calling is not a 24*7 job, perhaps its letting
go and finding fulfillment in other ways. Following ones passion and dreams often gets lost on this
hectic ride of Life we are on. Its never too late to start, theres always something or someone who
could benefit from our knowledge or skills or even, just our time. All it takes is to reach inside of
ourselves and then reach out. It doesnt matter whether you are a CEO or someone in a position of
leadership. Anyone can do it and the rewards are not something words can express sufficiently. Like
Anil, we too can make a change.
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Anil holds an MBA degree in marketing from Sri Indira Gandhi Institute of Management Technology,
Mysore, a Bachelors of Medicine from JIPMER, Puducherry, and a fellowship in surgical oncology from
Tata Memorial. Anil Nair, CEO of St. Jude India Childcare Centres was our guest for the Lumiere
Learning Monday session on 4 July. At first glance, he comes across as quiet and unassuming but
underneath it all lies a wealth of knowledge, leadership, and a passion for helping others. His journey
was pretty much a conventional one he went to the right schools and colleges, worked hard, drew on
inspiration from my parents, got a job in an IT firm, and later joined IIM, Calcutta. He started his
career in Sales but kept thinking about what he eventually wanted to do 5 years later or even in a
decades time. The one thing he was very sure of was that he did not want to do what my boss was
doing or even what his boss was. Anil Nair, CEO of St. Jude India Childcare Centres was our guest for
the Lumiere Learning Monday session on 4 July. At first glance, he comes across as quiet and
unassuming but underneath it all lies a wealth of knowledge, leadership, and a passion for helping
others. His journey was pretty much a conventional one he went to the right schools and colleges,
worked hard, drew on inspiration from my parents, got a job in an IT firm, and later joined IIM,
Calcutta. He started his career in Sales but kept thinking about what he eventually wanted to do 5
years later or even in a decades time. 5ec8ef588b
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