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for years, most writers thought of the drug as a moral problem; caro, in particular, used it as a foil to
represent a moral decline of the post war decade, i think partly because of the story of the building

of the playboy mansion, which was exactly that sense of decline, ruined, abandoned, and in decline. i
agree with the argument that it was not always the case. when one looks at the movement of the

hippie movement, the drugs were certainly used by some. the reason why i said it was so, was
precisely because it wasn't the case with most people at the time. there was a small number of

people, but they certainly were not the majority, drug-taking as the moral problem was another part
of the drug message. there were people who didn't want to experiment and who didn't even think
about drug use, in fact, while there were those who did, most people were afraid of drugs. in some
cases, people objected to the drugs because they objected to the hedonism that was an element of

the drug-taking scene. but most people were, to put it as mildly as possible, ignorant. it was the
combination of an optimistic, even utopian, cultural atmosphere which was very small percentage of

the population, that was the problem. the people who were actually selling drugs were the people
who were there for an hour, and they knew that that was an hour that they could make money and
that was it. if you're making money, if you can afford to buy the drugs, if you can afford to get the
drugs there, if you can afford to distribute them, then you don't have to consider anything except

how you can make money for the next twelve months
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let''s make it clear that these were not huge, powerful or heavy-duty. the most famous story i ran
into was a'star wars' themed party. they were so notorious that, according to the dea informant who

testified at his trial, a'inappropriate quantities of them' could be snorted as a roofie while doing a
line.' bob and his buddies were simply discussing the possible "side-effects" of large doses of the
drug and being so casual about it all made me nervous and i sure did not appreciate his alcohol-

addled, 14-year old daughter, jackie, coming to find me at my table and demanding i take whatever
he had to offer me and not come to that "party" anymore. according to a dea informant, bob had

been selling for years. but at some point in the mid-to late 1970s, he became a runner for a
california dealer, and soon became good at it. he delivered straight to the parties, they would tell
him, at the other end, he would disappear with everything, and no one would hear from him for

months. then, one night, he came back, and was bruised from head to toe. my friend found him in
the bathroom, semiconscious and strangled, with a cord tied around his neck. tired of being chased,

bob had put a noose around his neck and jumped. the dea was called, and he became the first
federal informant they had ever lost. he spent time in jail, and was ultimately deported back to

canada. now he has run his operation from abroad, and he is scared to come home. the club owners
were largely clueless, or at least the ones i knew, which was half of them. the club was in the east

village, and the bouncers tended to be young middle-class locals, like me, with a taste for the rough
side of life, who wanted to get away from their mortgage payments and tony neighborhoods and

become part of the wilder side of new york. they weren't all hardcases, but they were not soft either.
they felt they were getting out of a life of small comforts and increased dangers, and the one thing
they could look forward to was that their union-card-carrying, paycheck-filling employers weren't

going to have them fired for being called "ghetto", or worse, so they could be easier to control. the
neighborhood also provided a safety valve for the club.'it was like being in the mafia,' a bouncer told

me. "you know, that whole.30-calibre thing. everybody had their spot, some were key guys in the
bronx, and others in brooklyn. other clubs and people were just ignored or looked down upon.
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