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In 2011, Emeli Sande blew the UK off the charts with Lioness: Memoirs of an African Queen. This albums been heralded as a catalyst for a revolution that transformed the charts. But long before then, in 2008, she fired up some revolution of her own with her second
album The Completely Free EP. It was an amazing thing, the thing that should have been the defining moment in the career of Pompidous most talented singer-songwriter. Instead, because of a drunken interlude in a hotel room, she almost lost it all. In 2013, neither a

British artists nor her voice could be heard above the din of the London riots. Theres no question that Hoziers Nina has rekindled interest in rock music. But, for those of us raised on a diet of loud, angry music, I dont think it resonates as much as it could have if the
world hadnt waited almost 20 years between albums. This German singer-songwriter, now based in Berlin, makes music that throbs with anger, death and divorce, and yet you can feel its impact like a punch. Nina is cathartic, melodic, and likeable, and so many of us
are waiting for more from a singer who has the largest mind in music. If this isnt your thing, then Lazaretto is probably going to be more your thing, and its definitely the best thing shes done in a long time. It seems like a relatively simple feat to record an album in 16

“extreme” keys and then to release the results. But then it was the year that saw the arrival of ‘Ocean Eyes’. This album by Dustin Pizarro – most widely known as the keyboardist for Alcest– operates from an entirely different register than pretty much any other
album in electronic music. He pushes the genre’s boundaries beyond anything we’ve ever heard before.
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